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Our New Editor 





James W. Reapsome 
HE Board of Directors of The Sun- 


day School Times Company is 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
the Rev. James W. Reapsome of Western 
Springs, Ill., as the new Editor of the 
Trmes. His responsibilities will begin 
with the June 24 issue. 

Mr. Reapsome comes to THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times from the staff of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship in Chicago, 
where he served as Public Relations 
Director for four years. 

The new Editor brings to the Tues 
a God-given combination of editorial 
experience and thorough training and 
experience in the Word of God. The 
Directors of The Sunday School Times 
Company believe that Mr. Reapsome will 
faithfully maintain the historic position 
of Biblical orthodoxy that has charac- 
terized the Trwes since its inception. 
He accepts the Bible as divinely in- 
spired, infallible, and consequently au- 
thoritative. He is in accord with and 
heartily endorses the doctrinal position 
of the Trves, and combines this with a 
commitment to the teachings of God’s 
Word concerning holiness of life and 
aggressive evangelism. 

In addition, the Directors believe he 
will bring a fresh, up-to-date approach 
to the presentation of God’s truth in the 
TIMES. 

A native of Landisville, Pa., Mr. Reap- 
some is a graduate of Franklin and 
Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa. and 
of Dallas Theological Seminary. He 
held newspaper positions for eight years, 
during which time his columns won 
statewide press association awards. At. 
Inter-Varsity he wrote and produced 
many publications. 


Mr. Reapsome also is a _ frequent 


speaker at student, young people’s, 
church, and missionary gatherings. Last 
year he led the young people’s wark- 
shop at the National Sunday School As- 
sociation convention in St. Louis. He 
has taught both adult and young peo- 
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ple’s Sunday school classes for many 
years. 

The Staff and Directors of The Sunday 
School Times Company welcome Mr. 
Reapsome to his new position and ask 
that readers of the Trwes join them in 
prayer that God may bless his ministry. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 


Journey to Alaska for Your 
1961 Summer Vacation 


HERE are few more delightful 
warm-weather vacations than a 
steamer trip through the Inland Waters 
of British Columbia and southeastern 
Alaska. The scenery is magnificent, and 
the peaceful cruise for eight days is an 
experience one will always treasure. 
You are sure to enjoy the fellowship 
of other Christians in the party, and 
the spiritual food obtained as the party 
will meet for prayer and Bible study 
before breakfast each morning on board 
ship. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, one of the 
directors of the Tues, will lead the 
meetings. During the past two decades 
many readers of THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times and their friends have joined 
hands and hearts in the remarkable 
fellowship of these cruises, and many 
lasting friendships have been made. 

The Canadian Pacific’s S. S. Princess 
Louise is a fine ship, equipped with 
every comfort. Excellent food is served 
at all meals. All of this, with the lei- 
sure and relaxation of the trip, affords 
a most beneficial vacation time. Some 
may enjoy playing deck shuffleboard as 
they sail through the calm _ waters 
and between, snow-capped mountains. 
Schools of porpoises and even whales 
may appear from time to time and ice- 
bergs will pass by without danger to 
the passengers, because the ship is 
equipped with the latest radar equip- 
ment. 

Other places of interest will be seen 
and comprehensive sight-seeing tours 
are planned for each area. Among the 
cities are Portland, Oreg.; Seattle, Wash.; 
Vancouver and Victoria in British Co- 
lumbia. Mt. Rainier, Lake Louise, Em- 
erald Lake and Banff will be seen with 
overnight stays of one to three nights at 
most of them. 

An illustrated folder, giving all de- 
tails and costs will be mailed to all 
who will send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will be with 
the tour throughout. 
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How easy it is with money in the 
pocket and food in the cupboard to 
think that one has faith in God. But 
oh, when our faith fails, His faithful- 
ness stands sure!—Hudson = 
Choice Sayings. 
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“With Jesus in the Midst” 


When Israel was a pilgrim people journeying to the 
promised land of Canaan, God used the years of this 
pilgrimage as a school. His people were taught the Law 
and the varied codes of ethics, hygiene, society. All this 
was in preparation for the day they should possess the 
Land of Promise. Their most important training was 
the true worship of God, which centered around the 
Tabernacle. There is no more beautiful picture than that 
of Israel in camp in the wilderness. The Tabernacle, 
the Tent of Meeting, was the center of the camp. God 
was present here in the holy of holies. Around the camp 
in ordered rows, according to their tribes, the people 
pitched their tents. The glory of God, which at night 
was a luminous, fiery pillar and by day a cloud, filled the 
Tabernacle and hovered over it. This was the holy pres- 
ence of God in the center of His people. While this 
cloud of glory remained on the Tabernacle, the people 
remained at camp. But when it was taken up from the 
Tabernacle, then they struck camp. and as the cloud 
moved forward they followed. The Tabernacle in the 
midst of the camp—God dwelling in the midst of His 
people’ His people surrounding Him and worshiping 
toward His holy dwelling. A similar picture’ is presented 
in the New Testament. ‘Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
Christ the Lord in the midst of His own. This is the 
Church—not a building, a ceremony, an organization, a 
pulpit—but Christ in the midst of His own who are 
gathered together in His name. ‘Where Christ is the 
Church is.” This was perhaps the earliest definition 
of the Church. Even in Heaven, this picture does not 


change. There is a vast, almost innumerable, company of 


people. They are surrounding a throne. Christ is in the 
midst of the throne, in the midst of the people—Christ as 
a freshly slain lamb—and: all are worshiping Him. The 
Tabernacle—the Shekinah glory of God in the midst of 
the camp—God’s earthly pilgrim people. Two or three 
together in His name—‘‘With Jesus in the midst”—God’s 
heavenly people on their earthly pilgrimage surrounding 
their Lord. Both are learning that the highest privilege 
and the noblest action of which man is capable is that 
of worshiping God. Then the consummation—Heaven, 
glory, the throne. What do we see? Still Christ in the 
midst of His people. The innumerable host of the re- 
deemed surrounding the Lamb, worshiping their Re- 
deemer. As worshipers we do not come together pri- 
marily to hear a sermon, or to engage in some form of 
service or activity, but we come to the place of meeting 
where with other Christians we worship with Jesus in the 
midst. In the early days of the Church the idea of Christ 
in the midst of His people was symbolized in that usually 
in the center of the church building itself would be the 
holy table—not a pulpit—the holy table upon which in 
communion were placed the bread and wine, the symbols 
of the fellowship of the- body and blood of Christ. So 
the early Christians worshiped with Jesus in their midst 
as they gathered to His name with the symbols of His 
passion before them. Have we forgotten this principle— 
“with Jesus in the midst”? If a man or the words of a 
man become a substitute for the person and presence of 
Christ, we have lost our divinely appointed center. We 
have become eccentric or off-center to the full purpose 
and will of God for His people. God is not fully glori- 
fied; His people are not fully blessed. 





Seven years can seem long or short, 


T IS commonplace to say that God’s e . 
time is perfect, but the experience The Ti mi Ng of God depending upon many things. It is rea- 
d 


of trusting God for His timing an 


sonable to suppose that this family had 





intervention is far from commonplace. 
We are too rushed and busy! There is, 
however, in the Bible an undercurrent 
of the deep acts and interventions of 
God, steadily pursuing His purposes 
both of grace and judgment, under- 
neath the details of human lives and 
affairs. Behind the activity of men 
there is the timetable of God. 

Let us take an illustration from the 
Old Testament. It is that of Elisha and 
the Shunammite and her son. The story 
is found in 2 Kings 4:8-37 and 8:1-6, and 
what a story it is! Elisha was used of 
God to raise the boy from the dead— 
the same boy who had been the reward 
for the mother’s care of Elisha, but who 





By George E. Burton 

had met a shocking death. The good 
prophet later warned this little, un- 
named family to flee from the land in 
view of a coming famine. They moved, 
wisely, and were in the land of the 
Philistines for seven years. Meanwhile 
in the homeland someone stole their 
property. Upon their return the mother 
naturally appealed to the king for re- 
dress. The wonderful thing to note is 
that at the precise moment when the 
king was asking Gehazi, Elisha’s serv- 
ant, about the great things that Elisha 
had done and was hearing of the rais- 
ing to life of the boy, both mother and 
boy suddenly appeared. 


heard of the loss of their property, and 
that these seven years in a strange land, 
with bad news from home, seemed long. 
How often were they discouraged? Not 
only famine and exile, but now robbery! 
Did they call on the Lord in their dis- 
tress? Did the mother know that the 
“king’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water; he turneth 
it whithersoever he will”? Was her ap- 
peal to the king the last hope of the 
family? With what feelings did she 
seek and find audience in the king’s 
presence? 

The historian records the details with- 
out emotion. Gehazi may have been 


(Continued on page 435) 








@ VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON.—A 49-year- 
old parish worker was beaten, assaulted, and 
choked to death while making calls on prospec- 
tive church members here. Mrs. Hulda Trautman, 
a Portland, Oreg., widow, was employed by the 
Northwest District of the Lutheran Church—Mis- 
souri Synod. Donald Pribbernow, 21, admitted 
killing Mrs. Trautman when she called at the 
Pribbernow home while his parents were away. 
“She came to preach to me, and | hated religion 
ever since | was a kid,” he told police. 


@ HAMBURG, GERMANY.—The Pocket Testa- 
ment.League announces a new drive to distribute 
Gospels of John here during the coming weeks. 
A 12-man team from eight countries will partici- 
pate in the campaign, which will cover military 
camps, prisons, schools, and police establish- 
ments, as well as street distribution. 


@ Well over 600 persons were in attendance 
in the arena in Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico, for 
the closing rally of the “Hermosillo Para Cristo” 
crusade sponsored by the Free Methodist Church 
recently. 4,000 people heard the Gospel during 
this crusade week, with 245 adults responding to 
the invitation to receive Christ. A number of 
prominent citizens of the city attended the meet- 
ings, and several gave their lives to Christ. 


@ Tar bombs were thrown recently at Lu- 
theran, Methodist, and Adventist church buildings 
in the province of Buenos Aires, Argentina. One 
small meeting place was burned out as a result 
of a fire bomb being thrown against the front 
door. This vandalism is attributed to a group of 
extreme nationalists who are fanatical Roman 
Catholics, anti-Protestant, and anti-Semitic. Sev- 
eral synagogues have been damaged. Their slo- 
gan, often seen chalked on the ‘walls of Buenos 
Aires, is, “Be patriotic. Kill a Jew.” (A. Clifford) 


@ HONG KONG.—The last of the Old Believ- 
ers, a group of Christians who observe an ancient 
liturgy and manner of life, have left here for 
resettlement in Brazil. The group, which fled 
Siberia for Manchuria at the time of the Russian 
Revolution, emigrated to Hong Kong with the 
advent of Communism in China. The World 
Council of Churches has sponsored resettlement 
colonies for the group in Brazil. 


@ Christian Schools Service announces a lec- 
ture seminar to be held on the Campus of Grace 
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THE TIMES News Report 


Theological Seminary at Winona Lake, Ind., June 
19-30. The seminar will seek to supply new 
insights into, and a better understanding of, the 
Christian school program. The lectures will be 
designed to help pastors, teachers, and ‘others 
interested in the Christian school effort. 


@ MIAMI.—A full scale persecution of the 
Roman Catholic Church appears to be developing 
in Cuba. Reports from Havana disclose not only 
closing and confiscation of parochial and other 
private schools in all parts of the country, but 


attacks on several institutions belonging to the 


Jesuits and other religious orders. Some priests 
have been arrested for alleged “warlike activ- 
ities,” while others are being kept under house 
arrest. 


@ SIERRA LEONE.—Two missionary couples 
from the Nigerian Baptist Convention have ar- 
rived in this newly independent nation to begin 
work in what is believed to be the first mission 
effort sponsored by a group of African Christians 
in a country other than their own. The mission- 
aries hope to establish a church in an area of new 
iron ore mines to which the government plans 
to move some 40,000 workers. 


@ According to Dr. W. L. Wonderly, transla- 
tions consultant for Bible Society work in Mexico 
and Central America, the program of translation 
activities is growing constantly. Most of the 
translations are undertaken by members of the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators. By August, 1960, 


translations were in progress or shortly to go to . 


press in 16 languages. The recently completed 
Chol New Testament was officially presented to 
the Chol speaking churches of Mexico at that 
time. (A. Clifford) 


@ On May 8, Robert Harkness, noted com- 
poser and pianist, died in London. Mr. Harkness, 
had written the music for over two thousand 
hymns and gospel songs, and was a regular 
contributor to the Sunday School Times. He was 
injured in an automobile accident in Australia 
recently, and had gone to London for surgery. 





Tt MS... 


Arthur F. Glasser—The Crisis in World Mis- 
sions: 6. The Need for Changes in Method. 
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Thus Far and No Farther 


It has often seemed difficult for Christians to accept 
the radical advances of science as being quite the safe 
thing. With the appearance of one technological wonder 
after another, we have sometimes asked ourselves whether 
such and such a new device, discovery, or idea is safely 
within the province of what men ought to do. Are we 
becoming too bold, self-confident, and visionary in our 
ambitious assault on the frontiers of kriowledge? Do 
we trespass on God’s exclusive preserve by venturing be- 
yond certain limits in research and invention? 

The day is not long gone when objections were raised 
to the idea of radio, on the grounds that Satan is the 
prince of the power of the air, and radio depends on 
waves traveling through the air. The same objection was 
voiced against aircraft when they began to appear. Cer- 
tain religious groups refuse to employ the internal com- 
bustion engine for reasons that seem obscure to us. The 
exploration of space is viewed with reserve by some who 
feel that here we are flying in the face of Providence in 
more ways than one. Some of the explorers of past cen- 
turies were criticized for rushing out where angels feared 
to tread. Many religious people felt that Copernicus, by 
pointing out that the earth was not the center of the 
universe, had ruined the case for Christianity. 

As the years have gone on, however, we have learned 
that the initial alarm over the new developments was not 
always justified after all. God apparently allows the 
investigation of His universe to continue. 

Having said all this, it is, one must confess, a bit 





difficult to see how the scientific goals cited recently by 
Dr. Huston Smith of Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology can be pursued without violating proper limits. 
Science, said Dr. Smith, has embarked on a fourfold 
program involving first, creation of life, which has nearly 
been achieved; second, creation of minds, seen in the 
rapid development of thinking machines; third, creation 
of adjusted people through the use of drugs and tran- 
quilizers; and fourth, creation of an ideal society by 
means of “behavioral engineering.” 

Two things need to be said. To begin with, it is 
not for us to pronounce on the limits to which God will 
allow men to go. God’s thoughts are larger than ours, 
and we err to pass judgment hastily on matters where 
Scripture is not explicit. We know, for instance, that 
God alone is ‘the author of life. It did not spontaneously 
evolve in the primordial ooze. But the Bible does not 
state that God will never allow men to generate life. It 
seems inconceivable that He would, but Christianity will 
not be destroyed if men should ever come up with primi- 
tive life-forms in a test tube. It will merely demonstrate 
that God has allowed men this much freedom to investigate 
His creation. 

On the other hand, the effort to create a truly adjusted 
people and an ideal society by scientific means is doomed. 
Sin, the cause of maladjustment and a corrupt society, is 
a problem that is not solved by chemistry and technology: 
it took the blood of the Son of God to deal with this 


problem, and there is no other formula. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 











RELIGION IN ISRAEL—One of the best articles I have seen for a long time on religious con- 
ditions in Israel is one written by Dr. Karl H. Baehr, of the American Christian Palestine 
Committee, appearing in the United Preaching Herald. He writes: “The heads of a modern 
state meeting for study of Scripture is worthy of special note, but such Bible-study groups are 
by no means unusual in Israel. They exist by the score throughout the land. The attachment of 
the Israelis to the Bible is also indicated by the inordinately large sales of books related to the 
Bible, most of which are printed in Israel. Bialik and Ravnitsky’s Sefer Ha’agada (Book of Leg- 
ends of Israel) has sold 180,000 copies; the Bible with commentaries by S. L. Gordon sold 
100,020; the Hebrew Encyclopedia by Massada, 62,000; and a Bible encyclopedia, 10,000. For 
a nation of two million citizens this is quite a record! Even in the United States with a pop- 
ulation of 180 million, to sell 25,000 copies of a religious book is considered quite an achievement. 

“Of two million Israeli citizens, 140,000 are Muslims, 52,000 are Christians (mostly Arab), 
and 20,000 are Druses (an offshoot from Islam, although they trace their religious ancestry back 
to Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses). There are a few Samaritans, and the world headquar- 
ters of the Bahai sect is in Israel. 

“For all these groups the Israel Government provides assistance. The judges of the religious 
courts are paid by the government; churches and mosques have been repaired at government 
expense. Muslims, Christians, and Orthodox Jews, have the use of the government radio. .. . 
The Government maintains a special department for religious affairs, and during the days of 
austerity this department saw to it that extra rations were available to Christians at Christmas.” 
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The Crisis in VF orld Musstons 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D.D. 


Director for North America 
China Inland Mission 


5. Bitter Lessons From China 


HE world mission of the Church of 
Christ is caught up in the crisis of 
our time. These are days of polit- 
ical and social revolution, of violence, 
and evil portent. But to the committed 
Christian, there is great comfort in the 
sovereignty of God. When this truth 
is embraced, a deep conviction comes 
to the believing heart that God is do- 
ing significant things in the world. He 
is unfolding His undeviating purpose 
with an acceleration that has long since 
anticipated the upheavals of our day. 
God is at work. Satan is at work, too. 
But God will win. He is working 
within the Church. Are we aware of 
His activity in the midst of His people? 
He is also working to advance human 
knowledge. Can we see His handiwork 
in the enormous advances being made 
in thé physical sciences? But can we 
especially trace His handiwork in the 
movements within pagan nations today 
where the testimony to His Son is borne 
by extremely small and weak minor- 
ities? -To some, the raising of such a 
question would seem ridiculous. God 
at work in Moscow, in Peking? Impos- 
sible! And yet, if we believe that a 
sovereign God is ruling, we are obliged 
to accept the fact that the seemingly 
most chaotic events of our time have 
their spiritual significance. 


As an example, consider the expul- 
sion of missionaries from China in 1950- 
51. This disaster was so great, so total, 
that it is unthinkable but that God was 
seeking thereby to speak to His people 
throughout the earth. One dare not be 
indifferent to or seek to withdraw from 
the painful thrust of these lessons. God 
has spoken; His people must pause and 
listen. For it is difficult not to conclude 
that Protestant missionary activity in 
China was under the judgment of God. 
David M. Paton in his severe book, 
Christian Missions and the Judgment of 
God, says that “the best of us [mission- 
aries] left China sadly, with many 
happy memories, but with a sense that 

. . We were wrong .. . that God found 
us wanting.” 1 

When it comes to evaluating the 
China exodus in terms of God’s specific 
lessons to His Church and its mission- 


ary force and strategy, one is pressed . 


to assume a posture and spirit of deep 
humility. There was a large measure 
of agreement as to the lessons God was 
seeking to teach His people during the 
final decade of missionary opportunity 
in China. We therefore should regard 
these lessons with all seriousness. They 
have come from the Head of the Church 
to His people. 
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In the previous article Mr. Glasser 
concluded his discussion of the les- 
sons that the Chinese Church has 
learned in the last decade. In the 
following article he points out the 
lessons that foreign missionaries 
learned from their experience in 
China. 








I. Lessons ABouT THEOLOGY 


In the postexilic writings of former 
China missionaries nothing is more 
prominent than their profound realiza- 
tion that the deepest lessons received 
from God concerned faith and not serv- 
ice. In earlier decades, when mission- 
aries of all societies largely agreed in 
doctrine, there had been a rather gen- 
eral movement of interdenominational 
societies into rural and tribal areas. 
Comity arrangements with denomina- 
tional societies had resulted in the 
cities, with their educated and indus- 
trial classes being turned over to 
them. This was a tidy and workable 
arrangement as long as all societies re- 
mained true to historic Biblical Chris- 
tianity. Recent decades, however, saw 
the rise of heterodox, liberal theology, 
especially in America. This overflowed 
into China. Mission schools, colleges, 
and most theological seminaries came 
under the domination of-a theology that 
was little more than a superficial hu- 
manism. A _ great deal of Western 
money was poured into these institu- 
tions. They attracted a host of able 
students. But the tragedy was that the 
instruction confined itself to acquaint- 
ing the Chinese with the industrial and 








Give Ye Them To Eat 


By Cordelia Spitzer 


(44 IVE ye them to eat,” said Jesus 
As He looked upon the throng 
With compassion. They had tarried 
In the desert overlong. 


They had come to Him for healing 
And their pleas were not denied; 

He not only healed but fed them— 
Every need was satisfied. 


“Give ye them to eat!” the Master’s 
Voice in every age is heard. 

While we tarry countless millions, 
Hungering, die without the Word. 


Say not, “But there is so little 
I can do!” God understands; 
He will greatly use the little 
That you place within His hands. 


cultural achievements of the West, 
while leaving them largely in ignorance 
of the Christian faith. The result was 
disastrous. 

Bishop Stephen Neill, the Associate 
General Secretary of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, describes this in the 
following words: 


Christianity was presented [in 
China] much more as a program of 
social and political reform than as a 
religion of redemption. But the con- 
cepts of liberal Christianity proved in 
the end less dynamic than those of 
Marxist Communism... . The liberal 
interpretation of the Bible, from which 
both the prophetic and eschatological 
dimensions were almost wholly absent 
. . . produced a widespread lack of 
interest in theology, an almost total 
lack of the sense of worship, and an 
almost total lack of understanding of 
the nature of the church.2 


Leonard M. Outerbridge, a prominent 
missionary of the United Church of 
Canada, appraised the theological fail- 
ure thus: 


Christianity [in China] neglected to 
give priority to the teaching of the 
first and great commandment. We 
sought popularity and prestige by 
stressing the material benefits the 
church had to offer. Christianity was 
the success religion. Too large a pro- 
portion of all Protestant missionary 
energies was thus expended. China 
willingly received every social serv- 
ice expression of Christianity in 
schools, colleges, hospitals, humani- 
tarian aid, famine relief, and famine 
prevention projects. Through these 
agencies Christianity became popularly 
conceived in China as the social re- 
form religion. But too little emphasis 
was placed upon the actual teaching 
of the message of Jesus. Our social 
Gospel was our only Gospel. . . . Con- 
fronted with the rising tide of Com- 
munism, the Christian churches merely 
offered the Chinese a more attractive 
materialism than could be given by 
the Communists. It was in this hour 
that the churches were lost. The pop- 
ularity of Christianity in modern 
China often constituted its peril. It 
had become soft, pleasant, and social 
in its application. 
should have been read in the fact that 
for many years the majority of the 
graduates of Christian schools were 
leaving these institutions not only 
without having become Christians but 
without any religion at all. Christian 
missions produced a talented but lost 
generation. Communism appealed to 
these trained young people by demand- 
ing of them greater sacrifices than 
Christianity, in its day of soft ease, 
dared demand. Students’ found in 
Communism a fealism which they 
missed in Christianity.3 





Storm warnings . 
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Charles C. West, of the Ecumenical 
Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, writing 
under the pen name, “Barnabas,” sum- 
marized this theological failure with the 
damning indictment: 

Christian Liberalism turned itself 
easily, too easily, into Christian-Com- 
munist Liberalism in China. Christian 
Liberalism failed to recognize the 
depth of sin, and hence the need of 
personal salvation, humility, and curbs 
on all social power. . . . The most vig- 
orous Christian life in Peking today 
lies not in the churches but in Inter- 
Varsity organized student groups and 
sects.4 


These admissions of theological fail- 
ure need to be pondered. Alas, despite 
Protestantism’s postwar repudiation of 
the liberalism of the ’30’s, many church 
leaders today in the ’60’s are still un- 
willing to embrace the faith “once 
delivered to the saints.” Their preoccu- 
pation with Bultmann’s demythologiz- 
ing of Jesus, Tillich’s atheistic theism, 
or Neibuhr’s Christian Socialism, cou- 
pled with their continued revolt against 
the authority and message of Scripture, 
indicate they have not yet sensed the 
hard theological lessons that came to 
their fellow liberals in China. 

In contrast, those missionaries who 
preached the Biblical message of Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified have no such 
regrets. Their theology was not of man, 
but of God. As a result, they witnessed 
in China His marvelous activity by 
means of this message. The lives of 
thousands were supernaturally trans- 
formed by His grace and His Church 
was planted widely throughout the 
length and breadth of that dark land. 

And yet, even these Evangelical mis- 
sionaries have felt the judgment of God. 
Last impressions of Chinese brethren 
were of a people tragically ill-prepared 
to cope with the intellectual and so- 
ciological ferment generated by the 
Communist revolution. How grievously 
these missionaries, too, had failed the 
Lord and His Church. 

Had they taught the whole counsel of 
God contained in Scripture? They had 
erected a false antithesis between the 
spiritual world and the material world. 
They had not conveyed to the Chinese 
Church the intense social concern of 
the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament apostles. They had 
produced a discipleship that was a 
Teflection of their own limited view- 
point—indifference to China’s social, 
economic, and political needs, devoid of 
a sense of civil responsibility. And now 
the heart-searching questions: Was 
God’s purpose confined to local 
churches or evangelistic efforts antong 
the unsaved? Did He really endorse 


the terrible passivity of Christians re- ° 


garding social problems? Was theif 
withdrawal from the harsh realities of 
the suffering world outside the church 
walls His good, acceptable, and perfect 
will? Did not their negativism prove 
the Marxist thesis that the bourgeois 
church drugs its devotees with an all- 
absorbing concern for personal salva- 
tion and renders them indifferent to 
the injustice and bad government of 











the society in which they live? Did 
this unreality, moving toward soporific 
abstractions, make for a healthy church 
life? Was it Biblical? Did not Christ 
come to fill the lives of His people with 
vital concern and useful service on be- 
half of their fellow men? 

Alas, many an Evangelical mission- 
ary left China heavy with regret over 
the incompleteness of the Gospel he 
preached. Not a few can recall in- 
stances when Chinese Christians were 
challenged by the Communists to work 
with them in righting wrongs and in 
remaking China. Suddenly they seemed 
to come alive. Yes, they were capable 
of responding to vigorous leadership, 
doubtless because their very Christian 
training had given them both a capac- 
ity and an instinctive burden for service 
for others. The tragedy was that their 





66 E COME this morning to the last 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer,” 
said Miss MacDonald, as the children 


took their Bibles next day. “What have 
we learned so far about the petitions 
manward?” 

“We are to pray for our daily bread, 
and to thank God for it; and we are to 
remember that the Lord Jesus is the 
Bread of Life, and pray that we may 
daily learn to feed our souls on Him,” 
said Virginia. 

“Excellent, Virginia! You have put 
that very well,” commended Miss Mac- 
Donald. “And what else have we 
learned?” 

“We are to pray for forgiveness,” re- 
plied Peter. “We need God to forgive 
our great debt of sin to Him, but be- 
fore we can expect Him to do that, we 
must be willing to forgive others who 
may have done any wrong to us. And 
we must not have any.wrong thoughts 
or intentions toward anyone else in our 
hearts when we come to pray.” 

“Good, Peter. Who remembers the 
verse from the Psalms that we learned 
by heart about that?” 

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me,’” quoted the 
children all together. 

“So man has two great human needs: 
the need for daily bread, which in- 
cludes all our material needs; and the 
need for forgiveness, without which no 
man can ever hope to see God. Now 
our third great human need comes in 
today’s petition. Who can tell me what 
it is?” 

“‘And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil,’” mused Eliz- 
abeth to herself. Then aloud she asked; 





devotion and strength were being en- 
listed too late, and that all would now 
be devoted to the wrong cause. 

History has meaning! God is turning 
and overturning His own in the crises 
of our day. Have mercy, O Lord. Give 
us grace to learn these theological les- 
sons, whether we be of the left or of the 
right. 


(To be continued) 
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OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


14. Anp Leap Us Not Into TEempta- 
TION, BUT Detiver Us From Evin 


“Is it the need for deliverance from 
evil?” 

“Very good indeed, Elizabeth! That’s 
just what it is. We need forgiveness 
from sin, but we also need deliverance 
from sin’s power in our Bves—tom 
evil.” 

“What does that mean?” asked Mary. 

“It means this, Mary,” explained Miss 
MacDonald. “God will forgive our sins, 
if we confess them to Him, and ask His 
forgiveness. But He will do more than 
that for us, as we learn to know Him 
better and to depend on His power 
day by day; He will help us to win the 
victory over sin in our lives. 

“Which do you think is better—for a 
little child to do wrong day after day 
after day, and come to his parents every 
night and tell them about it, and ask 
their forgiveness; or for that same child 
to learn to resist the temptation to do 
wrong so often, and so not have to ask 
for forgiveness so often because he is 
learning to do right?” 

“To learn to do right, of course,” 
said Brian. 

“And that is what God wants us to 
learn. to do, Brian,”* responded Miss 
MacDonald. “Not that we shall ever 
become so good that we shall have no 
need of God’s forgiveness. As long as 
we live in this world of sin, we shall 
sometimes sin, and we shall always 
have to pray every day, ‘Forgive us our 
debts,’ for we shall always be debtors 
to God. Our very, very best can never 
wholly please Him. 

“But as we learn more and more of 
God, and as we lift our hearts in prayer 
to Him more and more often, and come 


(Continued on page 434) 
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THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Eccles. 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 


2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be 
not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: 


3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders 
cease because they are few, and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened, 

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the 
sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at. the 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be 
brought low; 


5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, 


‘International Uniform Lesson 








TWO VIEWS OF LIFE 
Ecclesiastes 1:12; 12; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; printed text, Ecclesiastes 12:1-8; 


2 Timothy 4:7, 8 


Golden Text.—I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 


kept the faith.—2 Tim. 4:7 


sire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the 
mourners go about the streets: 

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl 
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the 
wheel broken at the cistern. 

7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

8 —s of vanities, saith the eine all is vanity. 


2 Tim. 4:7 I have said a iad fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 






and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall 
flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and de- 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


authors of Ecclesiastes and 
/ Timothy stand in very sharp con- 
trast. One was the wisest and 
wealthiest of kings, who stood at the 
summit of his greatness. The other was 
a lonely prisoner of the Roman Empire 
who was shortly scheduled for execu- 
tion. 

It comes as a bit of a shock to learn 
that it was wealthy King Solomon 
whose life ends with a groan, and Paul 
the prisoner concludes his days with 
singing. The one breathes the atmos- 
phere of gloom; the other, the atmos- 
phere of glory. 

What makes the basic difference? It 
is the relationship to God. 


/ Verse by Verse 

Eccles. 12:1—“Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them.” The major de- 
cisions of youth are often far-reaching, 
and if one neglects God’s salvation 
when young, he is not very likely to 
yield to the Saviour when the char- 
acter has become fixed.. For not only 


the advance of old age, but the sen- 
sitiveness of the heart is often ex- 
| changed for a hardening action that 
+, makes it impervious to spiritual en- 
j treaty. This underlines the great im- 
portance of child conversion. 


Verse 2.—“While the sun, or the light 
. . be not darkened, nor the clouds re- 
turn after the rain:” Though youth usu- 
ally enjoys the advantages of light, 
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does the vigor of youth disappear with 


health, and exuberance, some day dark- 
ness and gloom will come. It is there- 
fore so important to take advantage of 
the light while it is available. Later on 
our Lord said, “While ye have light, be- 
lieve in the light, that ye may be the 
children of light” (John 12:36). 

Verse 3.—“In the day when the keep- 
ers of the house shall tremble, and the 
strong men shall bow themselves, and 
the grinders cease because they are few, 
and those that look out of the windows 
be darkened.” Here we have, in dra- 
matic: and poetic language, the assault 
on the citadel of man’s body by the 
forces of advancing age. “The keepers 
of the house” are the hands, and these, 
once steady, now tremble. “The strong 
men” that “bow” are the knees, or legs; 
the “grinders” are the teeth that are 
now disappearing, and the watchers at 
“the windows” that are now dimming 
refer, of course, to the eyes. 

Verse 4—“And the doors shall be 
shut in the streets, when the sound of 
the grinding is low, and he shall rise 
up at the voice of the bird, and all the 
daughters of musick shall be brought 
low.” The closed doors that shut off 
communication with the street signify 
deafness. So impaired has become his 
hearing that the aged man can hear the 
grinding of the mill—usually so prom- 








| Comfort for Dark Days 





“Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid” (John 14:27). 

















inent in the eastern home—only as a 
low murmur. Moreover, he is bothered 
with insomnia, for he rises in the morn- 
ing at the first chirp of a bird. Nor 
can he enjoy and appreciate any more 
the sweet sound of singing. 

Verse 5.—“‘Also when they shall be 
afraid of that which is high, and fears 
shall be in the way, and the almond 
tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper 
shall be a burden, and desire shall 
ea 
of height, but old men are. Moreover, 
enthusiasm ,and courage mark youth, 
while extreme caution is often char- 
acteristic of years. The flourishing al- 
mond tree indicates the white head, 
which is a further sign of physical de- 
cay, and the smallest weight becomes 
a burden to the elderly. Appetite, too, 
wanes with the march of time. 

Verse 6.—“Or ever the silver cord be 
loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, 
or the pitcher be broken at the .foun- 
tain, or the wheel broken at the cis- 
tern.” It is thought that the silver cord 
may refer to the spinal column, the 
golden bowl to the brain, the pitcher 
to the heart, and the wheel to the blood 
stream or circulatory system. These 
are four vital organs, of course, and 
when any one of them ceases to func- 
tion then death énsues. 

Thus we have watched the enemy 
slowly but surely close in, until the 
citadel is completely taken. 

Verse 7.—“Then shall the dust return 
to the earth as it was: and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it.” 
Death is the dissolution of the man. 
Spirit and body here part company, 
the body returning to its source, the 
earth, and the immortal spirit return- 
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to remember that God is “the Father of 
spirits” (Heb. 12:9). 


Verse 8—“Vanity of vanities, saith 
the preacher; all is vanity.” This is a 
startling climax. In fact, the Preacher 
here returns to the text with which he 
began his long discourse (see 1:2), and 
he thus concludes in despair. His God- 
given intelligence has led him to the 
conclusion that there is an afterlife, but 
beyond this fact he cannot go. 


2 Tim. 4:7—*“I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.” The Christian life is 
here presented as a warfare, a race, 
and a stewardship. Paul reivews his 
career, not with any inflated sense of 
self-achievement, but in the calm light 
of assured, God-empowered accomplish- 
ment. In the A.S.V. it is “the good 
fight,” for Christianity is the conflict 
between truth and error, and Paul had 
been one of its most valiant warriors. 
It is also a race, and Paul had com- 
pleted it successfully. Moreover, he 
had preserved intact the faith, which 
is the whole body of Christian reve- 
lation. 

Verse 8—“Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.” If Paul has looked 
backward with satisfaction, he now 
looks forward with joy. Long before, 
he had received the gift of righteous- 
ness (see Rom. 3:22); now he antici- 
pates the crown of righteousness. This 
is not a gift, but a reward, and the Lord, 
who is the righteous judge, will bestow 
it in the coming day of glory. Hence, 
Paul’s reward will not be given him 
until all the saints are compensated at 
the coming judgment seat of Christ 
(see 1 Cor. 3:12-15; 2 Cor. 5:10). And 
this crown is available to everyone who 
loves the truth of the Lord’s return to 
earth. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The old man .of the last chapter of 
Ecclesiastes, who is unsteadily descend- 
ing life’s long road, has ignored his 
Creator. Apparently he made this de- 
cision in the days of his youth, and the 
march of the years has not only put 
the snow in his hair but has also put the 
ice in his very heart. His life has been 
characterized by the chill of indiffer- 
ence, and any earlier interest in spirit- 
ual things has long since disappeared. 
He now has “no pleasure in them.” 

The whole account is somewhat 
Vanity, or emptiness, is 
stamped upon it everywhere. 

In contrast, however, we are privi- 
leged to listen to a shout of victory 
from a prison cell in Rome—a shout 
that would indeed startle us were we 
unaware of the secret of that triumph. 

Many years earlier that prisoner had 
met the risen Son of God, and the glori- 
ous invasion of that Personality into his 
life had caused him to. revaluate every- 
thing. Henceforth, that man, Paul, who 
had formerly been a proud self-seeking 
Pharisee, counted everything loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. June 4—A Search for Life’s 
Meaning. Nehemiah 8 to 10; 
Ecclesiastes 1:12-18; 3:1-14; 5 
Next Week’s Lesson 
12. June 18.—Guarding the Tongue. 
Proverbs 6:12-19; 15:1-7; Acts 
4; James 1:19, 20, 26; 8; 4:11, 12 








Christ Jesus his Lord. Indeed, he now 
counted all temporal and material 
achievement but mere garbage, and his 
one consuming desire became the fur- 
therance of the glory of Christ (see 
Phil. 3: 7-10). 

To this prospective martyr, Christ was 
a vital reality. He knew Him. He 
loved Him. He would die for Him. This 
would be a glorious privilege. 
ing his past record, therefore, he had a 
sense of satisfaction that he had fought 
the good fight, finished his course, and 
kept the faith. His release was now at 
hand, and he therefore sings in antici- 
pative exultation. 

The life that is Christless is empty 
and purposeless. The ship has neither 
compass nor rudder. But the life that 
has its source, its purpose, and its ob- 
ject in Christ is full and glorious. He 
it is who provides not only security 
but also the objective that brings tri- 
umph both here and hereafter. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The king’s counsel (Eccles. 1:12; 12: 
1, 9-14) 

2. The decay and dissolution of man 
(Eccles. 12: 2-8) 

3. Paul’s review and preview (2 Tim. 
4: 6-8) 


Topics for Development 

The Christian View of Death. Solo- 
mon and Paul both refer to death in 
today’s passages. The former describes 
it as a dissolution, the body returning 
to its original dust and the spirit re- 
turning to the God who gave it (Eccles. 


12:7). Paul describes his approaching 
martyrdom as a “departure” (2 Tim. 
4:6). 


These statements make it abundantly 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HEN is the proper time to remem- 
ber our Creator? 
2. What attitude will be in evi- 
dence when “the evil days” come? 
3. What is meant by ‘the keepers 
of the house”? 
4. What is meant by “the almond 
tree” that flourishes? 
5. According to Solomon, what be- 
comes of the spirit at death? 
6. What was Solomon’s description 
of life, old age, and death? 
7. How did Paul view life? 
8. How did he describe his approach- 
ing death? 
9. What was henceforth laid up for 
Paul? 
10. For whom else is the crown of 
righteousness reserved? 
(Answers on page 431) 


Survey- . 


clear that death is not annihilation, or 
cessation of existence. The body is 
simply the clothing of the personality. 
The real person lives within the body 
and survives death (see Matt. 10:28). 
Soul and spirit—the immortal parts of 

- man—live on in consciousness in either 
bliss or woe. Answering the cavilings 
of the unbelieving Sadducees, Jesus 
stated that God was the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, long after their 
bodies had been buried, adding that He 
was “not the God of the dead, but of 
the living” (see Matt. 22:32). 

For the believer on Christ, death is 
the departure from the body of the im- 
mortal and -conscious spirit “to be with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:23). 
This is “gain” (see Phil. 1:21). Indeed, 
it is “to be present with the Lord” (2 
Cor. 5:8). 

In his last letter, Paul’s reference to 
his “departure” (2 Tim. 4:6) is beauti- 
ful. It is really his “exodus” or his 
“release.” The Berkeley Version ren- 
ders the phrase as “the time of my 
setting sail.” : 

All of this indicates the very bright- 
est possible prospect. He was about to 
exchange the gloom of the prison for 
the glory of Paradise. The: lonely, 
cheerless cell would be exchanged for 
the companionship of Christ and the 
saints in light. And such a transition 
would be instantaneous, and would not 
have to await the resurrection of the 
body. Of course, the believer’s body 
will be raised at the Second Advent; 
but during the interval—between death 
and resurrection—“the inward man” (2 
Cor. 4:16), which is the real person, 
consciously enjoys the presence of 
Christ.. Otherwise, Paul’s reference to 
death as being “gain” (Phil 1:21) would 
be rather void of significance. 


Golden Text 

2 Tim. 4:7—“I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.”. With a true sense of 
joy and satisfaction Paul here reviews 
his life for Christ. To have “fought,” 
“finished,” and “kept” was an accom- 
plishment that left no dregs of either 
regret or remorse. For him martyrdom 
did not bring tragedy but rather tri- 
umph. 


Practical Applications 

On my mantle I have a piece of petri- 
fied wood that I picked up in. Arizona’s 
Petrified Forest years ago. It looks 
like wood, and bears all the original 
grain and markings. But it is actually 
stone. Although it was once compara- 
tively soft and yielding, it is now hard 
and resisting. 

The human heart is just like that. 
When one is young, the conscience is 
tender and responsive. The wooings of 
God’s Holy Spirit are often felt and 
heeded. But if resisted, the heart be- 
comes hardened, until it is adamant. 
The soft wood becomes stone! 

Youth is the time for true conversion 
to God. The advance of the years 
brings a “set” to the character, and few 
—very few—yield their hearts to Jesus 
Christ when nearing the end of life. 
Boys and girls in our Sunday schools 
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and summer camps turn to the Saviour 
much more readily than folk who sit in 
wheelchairs in convalescent homes. 
Christian workers who serve among 
persons of advanced years well know 
how difficult and unresponsive a field 
it can be. All of this underlines the 
wisdom of the admonition, “to day if 
ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts” (Heb. 3:15). 
NortH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEstep Hymns 


“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 


A Prayer Beforé the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who dost call us to remem- 
ber Thee in our youth, we acknowledge 
Thee as our maker and our judge. We 
thank Thee Thou art also our fatherly 
defender and provider, our guide and 
Saviour. Help us to remember Thee 
when tempted and to turn from sin. 
Help us to remember Thee in trouble 
and trust Thee for help. Keep us mind- 
ful of Thee now and always that we 
may acknowledge Thee in all our ways 
and have nothing in our lives on which 
we may not ask Thy blessing. Bless 
this lesson to us and send us forth with 
all our heart set to please Thee. «Be 
gracious, Father, to the sad, sick, and 
needy. Guard Thy servants in places 
of difficulty and of danger. Bring the 
cause and Kingdom of our Lord to its 
full victory, and keep us faithful to Him 
now whatever the test may be. Forgive 
our past failures and make the pres- 
ence and power of Christ more and 
more real and effective in our lives. We 
ask these favors in His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The first verse of 
our lesson Scriptures is the most im- 
portant of today’s portion for Sunday 
school pupils. It calls us to remember 
God our maker in our youth, “while the 
evil days come not”—before life’s trou- 
bles build up; and before the years 
come of which we may have to say “I 





EARLY 
ALWAYS 


Rememser (Joo 











have no pleasure in them”—years of 
more pain than pleasure. We shall best 
be able to come through our troubles 
if we have been mindful of God and 
have heeded His call from our youth 
up. ' 

Let us early and always remember 
we owe God our life, our love, our 
trust,. our obedience. Let us also re- 
member that every one of us must give 
an account to God for our lives here. 
Let us remember that “we have turned 
every one to his own way,” all of us 
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have sinned. But also let us remember 
that “the. Lord hath laid on ... [the 
Saviour] the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 
53:6). We can therefore get right with 
God by repenting and trusting Him who 
died for our sins. Let us do this while 
we are young and then let us keep 
right with God by living to please Him 
and by bringing any failure to Him for 
pardon and cleansing. By doing these 
things, remember, you will have the 
presence and help of the Lord Jesus in 
every temptation and trial life may 
bring. The longer we delay to remem- 


ber God and receive His Son, the harder | 


it becomes to do so. Therefore, “Come 
to the Saviour, make no delay.” 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Remember now thy Creator .. . 
(Eccles. 12:1).—Man is a created being 
(Gen. 2:7; Psa. 95:6; Matt. 19:4), hence 
it is his bounden duty to remember his 
Creator in the days of his youth. 

The Creator is to be remembered be- 
cause of His greatness, wisdom, power, 
holiness, and love. He is worthy to be 
honored, thanked, and obeyed by each 
of His creatures (Acts 14:15-17; 17:26- 
30). 

In this dispensation, He is to be spe- 
cially remembered as revealed in Christ 
Jesus. His great love has been mani- 
fested (John 3:14-17). The death of 
Christ for our sins and His resurrection 
have made it possible for a creature of 
God to become a child of God, and an 
heir of God (John 1:12; Rom. 8:16, 17). 

“_.. while the evil days come not .. .” 
(Eccles. 12:1)—The days of old age 
and decrepitude hold no real pleasure 
for the person who does not intimately 
know his Creator as Lord and Saviour. 
It has been said that Satan has no 
genuinely happy old persons. Like 
Lord Byron, they say: 

My days are in the yellow leaf; 

The flowers and fruits of love are gone; 
The worm, the er, and the grief 

Are mine alone! 

It is interesting and challenging to 
follow Solomon’s description of old age 
as given in the rest of the chapter. 
From verse 3 on, each clause has a cor- 
responding part in the aging human 
body and gives us only the dark pic- 
ture. But what a blessed counterpart 
we find in the Scriptures for those who 
have remembered their Creator and 
made Him Lord of their lives. 

“_. . the keepers of the house shall 
tremble” (Eccles. 12:3).—This is a refer- 
ence to the hands and arms. How often 
we see the hands of the aged tremble 
—but the Christian can pray: “Cast 
me not off in the time of old age; for- 
sake me not when my strength faileth” 
(Psa. 71:9). 
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“. . . and the strong men shall bow 
themselves” (Eccles. 12:3).—The lower 
limbs—the knees, legs, and feet—are the 
“strong men” which can carry the body 
of a young person wherever he wishes 
to go. But not so an old man (John 21: 


18). But the aged Christian rejoices 


in the Lord as the strength of his life 
(Psa. 27:1). 

“.. . and the grinders cease because 
they are few” (Eccles. 12:3).—Teeth 
decay and must be extracted! But the 
loss of teeth does not hinder the Chris- 
tian from enjoying the “bread of life.” 

“ . . and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened” (Eccles. 12:3).— 
Failing eyesight! Isaac, Jacob, and Eli 
experienced it, as have many others, 


But with the eye of faith, we may. 


look off “unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:2). 


“And the doors shall be shut in the 
streets” (Eccles. 12:4).—How often 
deafness afflicts the aged! They could 
not hear the stones grinding the meal; 
nor, as Barzillai said, enjoy music (2 
Sam. 19:35). But the Christian oldster 
can still hear the voice of the Good 
Shepherd as He leads! 

“,.. they shall be afraid of that which 
is high” (Eccles. 12:5).—Old folks do 
not usually enjoy high spots; but Chris- 
tians. can mount up with wings as 
eagles! (Isa. 40:31.) 

“... and the almond tree shall flour- 
ish” (Eccles. 12:5).—An almond tree in 
bloom is a beautiful picture of the 
person with snow white hair. The Chris- 
tian with white hair recalls the prom- 
ise: “And even to your old age I am 
he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry 
you” (Isa. 46:4). 


“ . . and desire shall fail” (Eccles, 
12:5).—Appetite and craving for things 
once loved often greatly diminish in real 
old age. But the believer need never 
lose his eagerness for spiritual food. 

“.. because man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the 
streets” (Eccles. 12:5).—Here the body 
goes to the grave; but the spirit and 
soul to the destiny for which they are 
prepared. 

“Or ever the silver cord be loosed” 
(Eccles. 12:6).—“Now those four seats 
of life are invaded and broken up— 
spinal cord, brain, heart and blood— 
till at length body and spirit part com- 
pany, each going whence it came; that 
of its kindred dust; this to the God who 
gave it” (F. C. Jennings). 

“I have fought a good fight” (2 Tim. 
4:7) —Saul of Tarsus was a young man 
when converted (Acts 7:58). He gave 
himself wholly to the Lord; and when 
old, he could speak confidently of the 
way he had fought the good fight, fin- 
ished his course, and kept the faith. 

He had the assurance of being with 
and like the Lord, and of receiving 4 
crown of righteousness. His was not @ 
life of vanity. He could say: “For to 
me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). 

Let us in our measure, in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, remember our Cre- 
ator-God, and our Redeemer-God, a8 
Paul did (1 Cor. 11:1). 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for ——— illustrations for this 


department may had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

As Usual.—I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith (2 Tim. 4:7, Golden Text). A 
woman once said to John Wesley, “Sup- 
pose you knew that you were to die to- 
morrow night at twelve o’clock, how 
would you spend the intervening time?” 
“Why,” he replied, “just as I intend to 
spend it now. I should preach this 
evening at Gloucester, and again at five 
tomorrow morning. After that I should 
take a ride to Tewkesbury, preach in 
the afternoon, and meet the society in 
the evening. I should then repair to my 
friend Martin’s, who expects to enter- 
tain me, converse and pray with the 
family as usual, retire to my room at 
ten o’clock, commend myself to my 
Heavenly Father, lie down to rest, and 
wake up in glory.”—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


A Shabby Thing.—Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, 
I have no pleasure in them” (Eccles. 
12:1). In my university days at Edin- 
burgh there was a young medical stu- 
dent named Macfarlane. He was one of 
our finest athletes, and everybody liked 
him. One day he was stricken with 
typhoid, which proved fatal. Macfar- 
lane in his days of boisterous health had 
neglected his Lord, and when one of his 
friends, visiting him in his sickness, led 
his thoughts to the Saviour, he turned 
and said: “But wouldn’t it be a shabby 
thing to turn to Christ now?” “Yes,” 
Teplied his friend, “it will be a shabby 
thing, but it will be shabbier not to turn 
to Him at all!” And I believe that poor 
Macfarlane turned his shame-filled soul 
to the Lord. But it is shabby to offer 
our Lord the mere dregs of life’s cup. 
It is shabby to offer Him the mere hull 
of the boat when the storms of passion 
have carried its serviceableness away. 
Let me offer Him my best, my finest 
equipment, my youth! Let me offer 
Him the best, and give Him the helm 
when I am just setting sail and life 
abounds in golden promise!—From J. H. 
Jowett. “Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Melancholy or Serious?—And the 
doors shall be shut in the streets, when 
the sound of the grinding is low, and he 
shall rise up at the voice of the bird, 
and all the daughters of musick shall be 
brought low (Eccles, 12:4). Queen 


Elizabeth’s secretary, Walsingham, hav- 
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ing retired from the busy world, was 
twitted on his being religious and told 
he was melancholy, “No,” said he, “I am 
not melancholy, but I am serious; and it 
is fit that I should be so. While we 
laugh, all things are serious around us. 
God is serious who exerciseth patience 
toward us; Christ is serious who shed 
His blood for us; the Holy Spirit is seri- 
ous in striving against the obstinacy of 
our hearts; the Holy Scriptures bring to 
our ears the most serious things in the 
world; the whole creation is serious in 
serving God and us; all that are in 
Heaven and hell are serious. How then 
can we be anything else?”—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Scarborough, Ont., Can. 


Proper View.—And desire shall fail 
(Eccles. 12:5). Lady Taylor of Bourne- 
mouth tells the following story of the 
great Swedish singer, Jenny Lind. She 
declared her intention of retiring from 
the operatic stage, giving as a reason 
that the pursuit was so engrossing that 
it hindered her devotion to higher 
things. Lady Taylor found her one 
evening sitting on the beach, her little 
Bible on her lap, and renewed the argu- 
ment in favor of the stage. “You owe 
your work to the world,” she said. 
“But when that work,” said the great 
singer, gravely, “makes me ‘care little 
for this,” touching the Book, “and noth- 
ing for that,” looking at the sunset, “it 
is time to give it up.”—From Youth’s 
Companion. Sent by J. B. Dengis, Ham- 
ilton, Ont. Can. 


Nonsense Stopped.—Or ever the silver 
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be 
broken (Eccles. 12:6). Three years ago 
I was witnessing about Christ to a car- 
diologist on the boardwalk in Atlantic 
City. “Fred,” he interrupted me, “Why 
don’t you stop this nonsense?” In a 
moment we saw the two other doctors 
with whom we planned to eat. “Here 
they come,” he said, “I’m hungry.” In 
the next moment, to my amazement, he 
dropped dead—From Frederick E. 
Milkie, M.D., in Decision. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Lasting Tribute——Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was: and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it 
(Eccles. 12:7). There were two men 
who started out from Illinois about the 
same time. One of them-was Robert G. 
Ingersoll, the other was Dwight L. 
Moody. . . . Ingersoll and Moody were 
about the same age, they started from 
the same state about the same time . 
but were as unlike in their purposes as 
light and darkness. Ingersoll was a 
genius, Moody was very unpromising. 
The one tore down, the other built up 
the Kingdom of Heaven. They traveled 
along together year in and year out, and 
not only America but the world: looked 
on and read their writings and heard 
their discourses. They died in the same 
year, one in New York and the other in 
a little New England town that was not 
heard of until he lived there. . . . Where 
is there a single thing on the face of 
the earth that can be pointed out as a 
monument to Ingersoll? Not a hospital, 





not an asylum; not a college or a 
not a single thing of that chara 
there is not a man on the face 
earth to rise up and call him bl 
and say that he has sweetened his life 
and made it better for time and eter- 

_nity. But how about Moody? In 
America, in Europe, and in all the 
world there are thousands ... who 
speak lovingly and reverently of that 
man of God. . .. A church capable of 
seating twenty-five hundred people who 
hear the Gospel of Jesus preached ...a 
school where hundreds of young men 
and women are studying the Word of 
God ... a printing establishment ...- 
engaged in printing inexpensive books 
... full of the Gospel of Jesus Christ... 
these are his monuments... . They will 
tell you that Moody is dead, but, as he 
said, do not believe them. They may 
say that Ingersoll is dead and they say 
right; he is dead and buried; but Moody 
will never die. He lives in a double 
sense. Above he is praising God, and 
on earth his works are going on.—From 
the Evangelist. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


Early Meeting—Them that love his 
appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). The . writer 
this morning received a letter from a 
stranger, who wrote, “I’d love to meet 
you, but we will meet soon, when we 
hear the Shout. Oh, what a glorious 
hope we have in Christ! Nothing 
should disturb us while on our pilgrim 
journey, for we know it will soon end 
in glory and fullest joy for all who love 
His appearing!” So now we are no 
longer strangers. What would an unbe- 
liever write under similar circum- 
stances?—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 429) 
1. In the days of our youth. 
2. We will say, “I have no pleasure 
in them.” 
3. The hands. 
4. The gray or white hairs of the’ 
head. 
5. It returns to God, who gave it. 
6. It was “vanity.” 
7. It was a fight, a course, and a 
trust (2 Tim. 4:7). 
8. It would be his “departure,” or 
release. 
9. The crown of righteousness. 
10. For all who love Christ’s appear- 
ing. 
NorTH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


(11) 431 










QO 
YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 


for only THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
for $5.00. 


HALLEY'S BIBLE 


Teachers, students, pastors, and other Christian workers will find Halley’s 
Bible Handbook a valuable assistant when preparing lessons, sermons, 


etc. 
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HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book which 
sells regularly for $3.75 for every THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions 
to the TIMES at 3 for $5.00 (Canada, $5.35 U.S.A. dollars). 

A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies 
of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 

When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5.00 for every 
three 22-weeks subscriptions (Canada, $5.35). Upon receipt, the names 
go on our mailing list and your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent 
to you immediately, on the basis of one book for every three subscrip- 
tions. Send all subscriptions at one time and mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY ee TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street 
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HANDBOOK 


THIS BOOK IS: 


An Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
Notes on Each of the Bible Books, and 
their Historical, Geographical and Chron- 
ological Backgrounds, with 75 Illustra- 
tive Maps; and 


Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, 
with.78 Authentic Photographic Repro- 
ductions: and 


Related Historical Data from the Annals 
of Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome, touching the Bible 
Story; and 


How We Got the Bible, Formation of the 
Old and New Testaments, Apocryphal 
Books, Manuscripts, and Early Christian 
Writirigs: and 


An Epitome of Church History, Connect- 
ing Bible Times with Our Own: Early 
Church Fathers, Persecutions, Rise of the 
Papacy, the Popes, Luther, and the Ref- 
ormation. 


And contains Select Bible Verses 


- - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EOPLE sometimes say, “I don’t be- 

lieve in a future life. I believe 
that when you’re dead, you’re dead.” 
The poet Thomas Gray put this thought 
more beautifully: 


The boast of heraldry, the pomp of wer, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e’er 


- gave. 
Await alike the inevitable hour: 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

Thomas Gray would be absolutely 
right if this life were all. 

Last Sunday we read from the Book 
of Ecclesiastes about King Solomon’s 
search “under the sun” for the supreme 
purpose of life. In what things did he 
look for complete satisfaction? (Wealth, 
possessions, accomplishments, educa- 
tion.) Right. He summed up his find- 
ings in the gloomy words “All is vanity,” 
which occur five times in Ecclesiastes, 
And about sixteen more times he said, 
“This also is vanity,” meaning “useless” 
or “empty.” Life without Christ is 
indeed empty. 

Today we read Ecclesiastes 12:1-8. 
Solomon had remembered his Creator 
in the days of his youth. He had 
asked God for wisdom and had received 
it. As he looked back over his life, he 
realized that what had been for God 
was the only worthwhile part. 

Since the Book of Ecclesiastes is all 
about things “under the sun,” it is fit- 
ting that it should close with emphasis 
on old age and the death of the body. 
This description of the aging body sug- 
gests in poetic language, dim sight, deaf- 
ness, trembling limbs, bent shoulders, 
loss of teeth, and so on. 

Young folks do not worry about such 
things, but it is good to learn in one’s 
youth that old age comes only to the 
body. The soul and spirit were made 
for eternity. They should mature as 
we learn to know the Lord better, but 
they cannot age. If each of you will 
make a friend of some older Christian, 
you will understand what I mean. I 
owe much to the friendship of older 
Christians who loved me and _ prayed 
for me, when the friends of my own 
age seemed all taken up with their own 
interests and problems. Make a friend 
of some older Christian, and your whole 
future life will be enriched by it. 

From King Solomon’s words of dis- 
appointment, “All is vanity,” it is a joy 
to turn to the last words of the great 
Apostle Paul. You will find these in 
2 Timothy 4:7, 8. Here Paul is not even 
thinking of the death of the body. His 
soul and spirit were very much alive. 
He was looking back with satisfaction 
on a life lived for Christ, and looking 
forward with joy to the crown await 
ing him.in Heaven. 

We tend to treat our bodies as if 
they were all-important. They are im- 
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portant, but not nearly so much so as 
our souls and spirits, which were made 
for eternity. 

In 2 Corinthians 12, when Paul tells 
about being “caught up to the third 
heaven,” he says he did not notice 
whether he was in his body or not. 
Many Christians believe that this ex- 
perience came to him when he had 
been stoned and dragged out of Lystra. 
As the disciples stood sadly around his 
body, he rose up and came into the 
city. It is certain that if he was not 
“in the body,” he did not miss it as he 
saw the third heaven. 

The Apostle Paul lived for Christ, 
and though he suffered greatly he never 
once said, “All is vanity.” Instead he 
spoke often of joy and rejoicing. 

Charles Fuller, of the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour, was once a_ successful 
young businessman, looking forward to 
a life of financial advancement. Sup- 
pose he had kept on making wealth 
his object in life. He might have be- 
come rich, but whatever he gained, he 
would have to leave when he left this 
world. Instead of that, after his con- 
version, he made winning others to the 
Saviour the supreme object of his life. 
Instead of laying up treasure on earth, 
he has been sending it on to Heaven, 
where he will enjoy it forever. 

After we learn today’s verse, we will 
have the story of “Catherine’s Week at 
Camp,” from the book, The Wrong 
Road. This is the story of a teen-age 
girl, known to me, who tried living for 
pleasure, but found it vanity. Then 
she gave her life to Christ, and ever 
since, she has been joyfully serving 
Him. 

Are you going to live for this life, or 
for the next? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Time To Learn 
(Eccles. 1:12; 12:1, 9, 10) 

CHOOL is over! (or—nearly over— 
as the case may be.) What have 
you learned at school this year that 
you did not know last year? (each 
pupil might tell one gain in knowledge. 
We hope you do not have any of the 
“I-didn’t-learn-nothing” kind!) Even in 
Vacation time a bright, young mind 
Ought to be learning something new 
every day—from people or books. Re- 
Member how people in Ezra’s time had 
to learn about God and the Bible? 
Who was the man in the Bible who 
kept on learning, and reading, and 
studying until with God’s help he be- 
Came the wisest man in the world? 
Yes, Solomon. He studied many books, 
and read and read until he was tired, 
just as you feel at the end of school 


27, 1961 (Lesson for June 11) 


(Eccles. 12:12). Then he tried to pass 
on to other people the most important 
things of all that he read and found out, 
to save them all that study and work. 
How did he give other people what he 
had learned? Ecclesiastes 1:12 and 12: 
9 tell one way, and 12:10 tells another. 
People traveled miles to hear him, even 
from foreign countries—he was that 
good! (1 Kings 4:34.) You do not have 
to go far to get the benefit of his bril- 
liant mind. Just open your Bible and 
read! Aren’t you glad you can read? 

Have a good time and enjoy life while 
you are young and well, he says, be- 
cause it will not last. But with your 
fun, he says, do not forget, God will 
have a judgment for you. Happy or 
sad, young or old, rich or poor will not 
count in the end—you cannot take it 
with you. Only one thing will count. 
Read it for yourself (Eccles. 12:1, 13, 
14). How can you show that you re- 
member God and His commandments 
in your life at home? (Bible reading, 
prayer, obedience to parents, keeping 
one’s temper, doing work well, being 
kind to brothers and sisters and ani- 
mals, telling the truth.) At church? 
(Worship, reverent behavior, prepara- 
tion of lesson, respect for teachers and 
leaders.) 

Solomon worked hard to put the .wis- 
dom he learned into proverbs that 
would be easy to learn and remember. 
How many of them were there? (1 
Kings 4:32.) Let us not waste all this 
wisdom he worked so hard to get for 
us! Now while you are young is the 
time to learn it and to use it. How 
about learning twenty-five of the three 
thousand, one for each letter of the al- 
phabet except Z? (I did not find a 
verse or thought or word beginning 
with Z in Solomon’s writings. If you 
do, let me know.) 

A—Prov. 15:1. B—Prov. 15:16. C— 
Eccles. 11:1. D—Prov. 3:29. E—Prov. 
20:11. F—Eccles. 12:13bc. G—Prov. 6: 
6-8. H—Prov. 16:32. I—Prov. 3:6. J— 
Prov. 19:29. K—Prov. 4:23. L—Prov. 
3:3. M—Prov. 6:20. N—Prov. 8:32. O— 
Prov. 31:9. P—Prov. 16:18. Q—Song of 
Sol. 8:7ab (emphasis on “quench”). R— 
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Fundamentalism and Its Critics 
By John W. Sanderson, Jr. 


The author, who is Assistant Professor of Practical The- 
ology at Westminster Seminary, wrote four 
articles for the Timms on some of the problems — the 
Church today. The titles were: “Fundamentalism and Its 
‘*Neo-Evangelicalism and Its Critics”; ‘“Punda- 
mentalism and Neo-Evangelicalism—Whither?’” ; and 
“Purity of Testimony—or Opportunity?’’ ‘‘Fundamentalism 
and Its Critics’ is a reprint of these four articles that will 
be of interest and value to true Evangelicals. 15 cents 
each, $1.50 for 12; $6.25 for 50; $12 per hundred, 
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A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Director 
of Research of one of the world’s largest 
industrial corporations. 

Light, heat, water, and life in God’s 
creation and the joyous hope of the resur- 
rected body are discussed in the third and 
latest edition of this 48-page booklet. 

Excellent for student gifts. 

Paper bound—30 cents, postpaid 
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NEW LIFE RANCH 
YOUTH CAMP and BIBLE CONFERENCE 


In the heart of the Ozarks near Siloam Springs, Ark. 
Boys & Girls from the fourth grade through college years. Register for 


Reasonable rates — Complete program. 
HORSEBACK RIDING e SWIMMING 
CAMPING ¢ RIFLERY « ARCHERY 

FISHING e DELICIOUS FOOD e« BIBLE STUDY 
Write for folder to: 
REV. W. B. HECK, DIRECTOR 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 
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Eccles. 12:la. S—Prov. 22:29. T—Prov. 
3:5. U—Prov. 16:22. V—Eccles. 1:2. W— 
Eccles. 9:10a. X—Prov. 4:8 (use “wis- 
dom in place of first “her”). WY—Prov. 
24:33, 34. 

We have already learned five of these. 
Learn one new verse a day so that you 
can repeat them all on July 2. Even 
more important than learning them in 
your head is learning them in your 
life. Talk about them at home. Per- 
haps the whole family will learn them 
with you. Then see how many of them 
you can use during the day to guide 
you in what you do—or do not do. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 11 


2. One Lord and Christ 
(Matt. 16:13-21) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AVING seen some of the attributes 

of the First Person of the Trinity, 
God the Father, we turn this week, in 
our series of four topics on “Foundation 
Facts” of the Christian faith, to God, 
the Son. The purpose of this topic is 
to help each member of your group to 
see clearly that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is truly God, just as the Father is God, 
and to understand that He is the only 
Saviour, 

we 


The opening verses of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews establishes that (1) the 
Lord Jesus is the unique Son of God 
(Heb. 1:2, 5); (2) that Christ is the 
full expression of the glory and the 
person of the Father (v. 3; Col. 1:19); 
(3) that His power has created and 
upholds all things (v. 2; Col. 1:16); (4) 
that His authority has been established 
forever over all things (v. 8; Matt. 29: 
18; John 5:22). 

ye 


However, not only does the Lord 
Jesus have authority and power, but 
He also is the Saviour of men (Hos. 
1:7; Titus 2:13, 14). As such, there is 
no other than He (Acts 4:12). He is 
not only a Saviour but He is the only 
Saviour of men. Apart from Him, no 
man has hope for forgiveness and sal- 
vation from sin, for only He has paid 
the penalty for sin with His own blood 
shed on the cross (2 Cor. 5:4). He is 
not merely a way to God, He is the only 
Way. He is not only a way-shower, He 
is the Way itself (John 14:6; 10:9). 
This truth should grip our hearts and 
minds especially in these space-age days 
when, on every hand, we find those who 
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would tell us that there are many ways 
to God, that Buddha and Confucius and 
Mohammed were all way-showers, and 
that no doubt God has other saviors 
through whom He speaks to men, and 
possibly to beings on other planets and 
in other universes. 
b 4 


We should see also, as we pursue this 
topic, that the Lord Jesus is not only 
the Saviour of men, He is also the judge 
before whom all men must appear some 
day (John 5:22, 27). If we have re- 
jected Him in this life, we shall have to 
stand before Him at the great white 
throne to receive eternal condemnation 
(Rev. 20:12-15). If we have accepted 
Him here and now as our Saviour and 
Lord, we shall stand before His judg- 
ment seat, not in jeopardy of eternal 
life, but to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body and to receive the re- 
wards or losses He has for believers 
(Rom. 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Cor. 
5:10). 

ve 


But if this thought of the Lord Jesus 
as our coming judge and the one who 
knows the inmost thoughts of our 
hearts and the fullest details of our 
lives is a disturbing one, let us keep in 
mind also that He is the one who has 
loved us with an everlasting love and 
who has given Himself for us (Gal. 1: 
4; 2:20). He has taken upon Himself a 
body that was subject to all the limita- 
tions of these bodies of ours, yet with- 
out sin. He knoweth our frame (Psa. 
103:14), and He understands us and 
sympathizes with us as no one else can. 
He is the Good Shepherd who gives His 
life for the sheep, who knows His sheep 
and who goes before them and provides 
for them (John 10:4). He has prom- 
ised never to leave or forsake His own 
(Heb. 13:5, 6). We can trust Him now 
and forever to do for us that which is 
right and good. We can know that 
whatever He sends us is for our own 
good and blessing (John 14:1-3). 

Do you trust Him that way? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Our Father 
(Continued from page 427) 


to depend upon His help more and 
more, we shall find that some of the 
sins that used to be very hard for us to 
conquer, and for which we used to have 
to ask forgiveness every single night, 
will be a little easier to overcome. 
How many know what I mean?” 

The children looked thoughtful. For 
a moment no one spoke. Then Virginia 
ventured: “I used to get awful mad at 
my sister for using the things in my 
desk. She’d do her homework at my 
desk, and then when I went to do mine, 
the desk would be a mess, and my pen- 
cils would all be gone. Then I began 
asking God to help me not to get angry 
like that. At first it was hard, and 
sometimes it still is; but it’s not nearly 
as hard as it was. I don’t really get 
cross at her very often about it now. I 





just go in and straighten things up, 
and keep a few pencils hidden where I 
can always find them, and I don’t get 
mad about it any more. I think God 
must be helping me, because she stil] 
leaves it in a mess nearly every day.” 

“I’m sure He is, Virginia,” said Miss 
MacDonald gently. “And that is just 
the sort of thing I mean when I say that 
God will not only forgive our sin when 
we confess it, but if we ask Him to 
help us not to sin, and then trust Him 
to keep us from sinning, He will deliver 
us from the evil of sinning—if not from 
all of it, then from most of it. 

“And that is what the Lord Jesus is 
teaching us to pray for here. When 
we pray, ‘deliver us from evil,’ we 
should do just what Virginia did—tell 


-Him about some certain thing that is 


bothering us, something that makes it 
very easy for us to sin, and then ask 
Him to deliver us from the evil of sin- 
ning about that very thing. Jesus is 
interested in everything about us. He 
knows and understands about all the 
little things that make it hard for us 
to keep from being angry, or mean, or 
sullen, or resentful. If we pray about 
those things, naming them one by one 
before Him, He will help us to have de- 
liverance from evil right there, over 
those very things. For deliverance from 
evil doesn’t mean deliverance from 
something far off and terrible, like being 
murdered, or something; it means this 
little thing, and that little thing—the 
temptation to cheat in arithmetic be- 
cause we sit next to the boy who al- 
ways gets his right; the temptation to 
sneak off and let on we're very busy 
doing homework, when really we're up- 
stairs reading the latest comic book— 
these are the evils from which God 
will deliver us if we ask Him to, and 
if we come to Him for help.” 

“But what does the first part of that 
petition mean?” asked Christopher. “It 
says, ‘And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.’ What does 
‘lead us not into temptation’ mean?” 

“I was just coming to that, Chris,” 
replied Miss MacDonald. “Here’s @a 
question: How many know that it’s a 
lot easier to be good, and not sin, under 
some circumstances than under others?” 

Every hand in the room went up. 
Of course it was easy to do right if 
there was nothing making you want to 
do wrong! Everyone understood that. 

“Then if God doesn’t want us to sin, 
why does He not arrange things so that 
we are not tempted to do wrong?” 
asked Miss MacDonald. 

There was no answer. 

“Could He, if He wanted to?” per- 
sisted the teacher. 

The children nodded. 

“Then why doesn’t He?” 

“Well, if it was always easy to do 
right,” ventured Carol a little uncef- 
tainly, “we’d never have to ask Him t0 
help us to do right. We’d never have 
to depend on Him.” 

“Good for you, Carol!” exclaimed 
Miss MacDonald. “We learned in study- 
ing ‘Give us this day our daily b 
that God wants us to learn to depend 
on’ Him—to look up and ask Him for 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 











up, 
re I 


yhen 


iver 
Tom 


bout 

one 
. de- 
over 
from 
from 
eing 


—the 


» al- 
n to 
busy 
; up- 
ok— 


. 
tion, 


an?” 
iris,” 
s a 
t’s a 


it to 








_ May 27, 1961 (Lesson for June 11) 


things, then trust Him to give them to 
us, and then thank Him for having 
done it. That is true of material needs; 
it is also true of our spiritual needs. 
As we need God, as we call to Him to 
help us, and trust Him to do so, and 
then thank Him for keeping us, or de- 
livering us from evil, we learn to de- 
pend on Him. We get to know Him, to 
understand Him; and eventually we 
learn to be more like Him. God wants 
us to have this wonderful relationship 
with Himself, and for that reason, He 
does not take away all the temptations 
and troubles from our lives. He leaves 
them there, so that we may learn to 
depend on Him to deliver us from them, 
and from the sin that they would bring 
into our lives if we let them.” 

“Like in ‘Pilgrim’s Progress,’” ex- 
claimed Brian. “The King didn’t take 
all the troubles out of the narrow way, 
but He taught the Pilgrims that as 
they would call to the King for help, 
none of the troubles could hurt them.” 

“That’s exactly it, Brian. And it’s 
the same with us. Far from taking all 
the hard things out of our lives, God 
sometimes seems to put hard things 
there on purpose, that we may learn to 
trust Him. 

“Think of it this way: your arith- 
metic is getting harder every day; and 
you know quite well that I am making 
it hard on purpose. Why?” 

“‘Cause you’re getting us ready for 
the next grade,” replied Anne. 

“Exactly. I could make the work so 
easy that everyone could get it all right 
every day, but then you’d never learn 
anything, and you’d never learn to 
think and to grow so that you can get 
teady for the next grade. And it’s just 
the same with God. He could make 
our lives so easy that we would never 
be tempted to sin; but then we’d never 
learn to overcome temptation. We'd 
never grow into strong enough Chris- 
tians that we could be trusted to do 
harder work—to serve Him on earth, 
and then in Heaven. We’d just be 
like babies, never learning to do any- 
thing for ourselves, never growing up 
and learning the joy of adventuring, 
and discovering, and doing service to 
God and man. 

“So God deliberately lets difficult 
things come into our lives, not because 
He doesn’t love us, but because He 
does. He wants us to grow up, to be 
fitted one day to serve Him in His 
Heavenly glory. And all this is in this 
final petition of the Lord’s Prayer.” 

“But it says, ‘Lead us not into temp- 
tation,’ ” said Patsy. 

“I know,” agreed Miss MacDonald. 
“We are only human, and we shrink 
from things that are hard. But I don’t 
think the prayer means, ‘Keep all temp- 
tation away from us’ so much as it 
Means, ‘I want to follow where Thou 
dost lead; and when following Thee 
leads me into hard places, where I know 
there will be temptation, then deliver 
Me from the evil that lies in that temp- 
tation, and help me to make the temp- 
tation an opportunity of proving Thy 
Power to keep me safe from sin, and to 
Make me grow in grace, that I may be 





a stronger and better Christian because 
of the temptation that Thou hast al- 
low 

“Does God lead us into temptation?” 
asked Robbie. 
“Only in this sense, Robbie, that no 


temptation can come to us but what He _ 


allows. We live in a world full of 
trouble and sin, and there is much that 
we may well be afraid of. But if we 
are members of God’s family, we don’t 
have to be afraid. God will keep us 
frora all harm. No temptation can come 
to us but with it also comes His power 
to deliver us from the evil it might 
bring; and that is what the Lord Jesus 
is teaching us in this prayer. We ask 
Him not to lead us into any temptation 
that can harm us, but to show us His 
keeping power in whatever testings and 
troubles may come to us in our Chris- 
tian lives. 

“Suppose a mother bird never pushed 
her babies out of the nest,” she went 
on. “What would happen?” 

“They’d never learn to fly,” said Dale. 

“Do you think it would be better for 
those babies to live in the nest all their 
lives, and never learn to fly; or is it 
better for them to be pushed out, so 
that they learn to fly, and discover the 
power of their wings, and grow up and 
fly away to the free and beautiful life 
of a wild bird?” asked Miss MacDonald. 

“It’s better to be pushed out, and 
learn to fly, and grow up,” said Robbie. 

“And it is better for us to learn to 
let the Lord Jesus deliver us from our 
troubles and temptations, too,” declared 
Miss MacDonald. “Not that we are to 
go out looking for temptations—we 
pray, ‘Lead us not into temptation’— 
but when temptations and troubles come, 
we are to realize that God has let them 
come to us because He wants us to 
learn that He can, and will, deliver us 
from evil and sin, no matter how bad 
the temptation may be. And when we 
really begin to learn that lesson, we 
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of Books Reviewed. The Index (now 
available for 1960) sells for 20 cents a 
copy. 

Orders for binders and indexes should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 








are beginning to grow up as Christians, 
so that we, too, may learn the free and 
wonderful life of true service to God, 
both here on earth, and then in His 
holy presence forever.” 





Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that no temptation can come to us but 
that Thy power is great enough to de- 
liver us from its evil. We thank Thee 
that Thou dost put hard things into 
our lives, so that we may learn to trust 
Thee, to depend on Thee, and to prove 
Thy power. We ask Thee to keep us 
from all harm that temptation might 
hold for us, to make us strong to over- 
come Satan’s power, and to deliver us 
from all evil: that we may grow into 
men and women who will be strong to 
serve Thee and to pull down the strong- 
holds of sin and evil in Thy name. 
We ask these things in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, who won the great victory 
over. Satan on the cross for our sakes. 
Amen. 

(To be continued) 
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The Timing of God 


(Continued from page 423) 


recounting the great deeds of Elisha 
without emotion for doubtless they had 
been told many times before. But when 
the mother and boy suddenly appeared, 
Gehazi was surprised: “My Lord, O king, 
this is the woman and this is her son!” 

The unthinking will perhaps lightly 
dismiss these things by that useful word 
called coincidence. There are many 
difficulties for the most credulous in 
the magic of coincidence, however. 
Seven years, with all the changing cir- 
cumstances far away from country and 
friends, the perplexities of the journey 
back, the visit to the king, the famine 
with all its problems and decisions for 
the king, the king asking about a resur- 
rection from the dead, then the arrival 
of the chief participants—is all this 
coincidence? No, it is. the hand of 
God, and He is never behind time. We 
are not surprised that the woman’s 
goods were returned in full. 

Those seven years may have been 
bitter, but in the end the hard experi- 
ences, the disappointments, and the 
frustrated hopes, are made to turn out 
for good in this alchemy of providence. 
God intervened. He moved in lives 
and circumstances until the gold ap- 
peared. The Lord’s children do not es- 
cape the trials and tribulations that 
are the common heritage of mankind. 
Following the Lord does not mean an 
easy way. Perhaps it would not be at- 
tractive if it did. God permits tribu- 
lation and we believe that the Enemy 
can do nothing to the weakest believer 
but what God in His wisdom, love, and 
tender mercy permits, in’ order to bring 
blessing. 

There are many such illustrations in 
the Old Testament of God’s bringing 
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material blessing to the lives of those 
who trust Him. Let us look at an il- 
lustration from the New Testament in 
which God intervenes to bring about 
spiritual blessings beyond the intentions 
of His messengers. Paul and his mis- 
sionary company wanted to preach the 
Word in Asia and Bithynia, and some 
effort was put into the attempt. In 
Acts 16:7 we note that they “assayed to 
go into Bithynia.” It is impossible to 
believe that Paul would be easily put 
off from his desire to preach in Asia 
and Bithynia. If Luke used the word 
“assayed” we may be sure Paul meant 
business about it. But they were not 
allowed to do what they wanted to do. 
We are not given the reasons why the 
Holy Spirit forbade them to preach the 
Word in Asia, but they were no doubt 
powerful ones. We may discount the 
idea that by some mystical sense they 
were forbidden by the Spirit. The at- 
mosphere of the passage is one of out- 
ward pressure not of inward promptings. 
If it were a case of inward reve- 
lation you would expect them to have 
had “light” about going on to Philippi 
at this point. But no. Paul and those 
with him now assay to go to Bithynia 
and again the Spirit “suffered them not.” 
They came down to Troas. 

Many a missionary. company since 
then has had to yield to the stubborn- 
ness of outward circumstances and 
“come down to Troas,” as the records of 
any mission society will show. It was 
here that God intervened. Luke, who 
joined the company at this point, says, 
“We endeavoured to go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord had 
called us ...” In God’s time the way 
opened and it was an unexpected 
way. Verse thirteen seems like an anti- 
climax after all the thought of Asia and 
Bithynia. Luke is on familiar ground, 
as Ramsay points out, when he speaks 
of Philippi. On the first Sabbath Day 
he leads Paul to some women praying 
by the riverside! A few women pray- 
ing by a river—surely this is a come- 
down! lLydia’s heart, however, was 
opened by the Lord and she in turn 
opened her home to the Lord’s mes- 
sengers. This is common missionary 
experience. Later a prison was opened 
by God’s intervention and also the 
jailer’s heart and home. By this arrival 
at Philippi, Europe was opened. 

Ramsay says of this passage, “Now it 
is clear that the coming of Paul to 
Troas was unforeseen and unforseeable; 
the whole point of the paragraph is 
that Paul was driven on against his 
own judgment and intention to that 
city... .” Ramsay also says that the 
meeting with Luke was therefore not 
prearranged and suggests that Luke is 
the Macedonian and the basis of Paul’s 
vision. Was it all coincidence? Was 


Europe opened to the Gospel by some 
chance falling out of circumstances? Or 
was it the hand of God and the hour 
of God? 





How many of us can testify to having 
truly waited upon God in faith for the 
doing of His will when its accomplish- 
ment seemed impossible? Answers to 
prayer delayed sometimes, but when at 
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last the answer came, it has been seen 
to involve great consequences. God’s 
timing is seen to have been exactly 
right; things have fitted together; the 
waiting time has been*nécessary. Are 
we praying for something in His will? 
Let us trust Him more implicitly. 

“My soul, wait thou only upon God.” 
Young gives the word “wait” as “to 
be silent, cease, stand still.” Moses 
used it when he prophesied that the 
inhabitants of Canaan would be “as 
still as a stone.” Haste is a mark of 
the present age and it has its effect 
on Christian service. Ought we not to 
ask God to quiet our restless hearts? 
If our interpretation of this passage in 
Acts is correct and if Paul knew what it 
was to wait upon the Lord, then this 
waiting does not mean a passive atti- 
tude of mind that does nothing. There 
are some good souls who are afraid 
of doing something in “the flesh,” or of 
making a mistake, or who are seeking 
to be led by “feelings,” and end up 
never doing anything at all! We may 
have that peace of mind that meditates 
upon a situation or decision before God 
and then acts in due course with con- 
fidence, knowing that God will do what 
man cannot, but does not do what man 
can and should do. The woman of our 
illustration went to the king. The mis- 
sionary company had to get a boat and 
cross to Philippi. 
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Daily Bible ae = on the International 


Lessons, issued the oe 
Sunday School 
June 5 to 11 


Mon.—Ecclesiastes 12:1-7. 
A Call to Youth. 
If young people would listen to older 
people who have had experience, they 
would be happier. Solomon, the wisest 
man, pleads with them to remember 
God while they are young. He de- 
scribes the trials of old age: shaking 
hands, loss of teeth, dim eyes, poor 
sleep, fears, lessening interest, weak- 
ness. One can have a happy old age, 
but only if he learns early to obey 
God. We are saved the moment we 
really believe in Christ, but it takes 
long training to have a peaceful old 
age and death. 


Tues.—Ecclesiastes 12:8-14. 
The Whole Duty of Man. 
Remember the key to this book: “un- 
der the sun,” the best of man’s wisdom 
without the Gospel. “Acceptable words” 
(v. 10) may be translated “words of de- 
light.” Such are the words of the Bible 
to one who loves God—‘“sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb” (Psa. 
19:10; Jer. 15:16). He who reads them 
prayerfully day after day will find this 
to be true.. Heart satisfaction cannot 
be found in books’ in general, but is 
found in the Book. If we fear God, in 
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the light of the New Testament, we 


shall come to Christ and trust Him 


Wed—2 Timothy 4:6-8. 
Keeping the Faith. 
Paul realized that his death was near, 
He faced it calmly because he had been 
a faithful servant and trusted wholly 
in Christ. If the three things of verse 
7 can be said of us at the end of life, 


we shall need no better tribute. Let 
us carry on “the good fight of faith” 


(1 Tim. 6:12), resisting temptation in 
the strength of Christ and with the 
sword of the Spirit (Phil. 4:13; Eph 
6:17). “The crown of righteousness” ig 


for us, too, if we are looking forward 
lovingly to the second coming of Christ, 


Thurs.—Micah 6:6-8. God’s Requirement, 


Four expensive and almost impossible 
offerings are mentioned in the first two” 
verses. Some refer to Old Testament 
sacrifices, which we are not obliged to 
offer, since Christ has died. The peo 
ple had been offering them insincerely, 
without putting their heart into it 
God’s three main requirements are 


found in verse 8, but even these we - 


must understand in the light of the 
Gospel. To walk humbly with Him 
means first to know that we are sin- 
ners, then to trust and obey the Lord 
Jesus. 


Fri—Mark 10:17-22. The Way of Life. 


By His first answer Christ did not 
mean that He was not good, but that 


He was God. He did not say the young 


man lied when he said he had kept the 
six commandments, but He knew the 
man loved his possessions more than 
Christ. He is not asking us to 1 
all that we have, for this would some 
times work hardship on others; but He 
does not want us to let anything stam 
between Him and us. He wants us 
be fully surrendered to Him. 


Sat.—Acts 2:14-21. 
God’s Spirit Among Me : 

Verse 4 is the proper introduction ® 
this passage. Peter said the discip 
were not drunk, but that this was 
partial fulfillment of the prophecy # 
Joel 2:28. It is interesting to see he 
often Christ and the apostles, in 
New Testament, appealed to or quoted 
the Old Testament. The main point) 
Peter’s message was that he wan 
people to be saved through faith in 
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord gre 
blessed his preaching, and about 
thousand were saved (Acts 2:41). 


Sun.—James 3:13-18. ; 
Wisdom From At 
Weymouth translates verse 13b, 
him prove it by a right life with ¢ 
duct guided by a wisely teachable spif 

One mark of the greatest 

is the willingness still to learn. 

is a strong contrast between the worl 
wisdom of verses 14-16 and the heav 
wisdom of the last two ‘verses. 
first is like a muddy, turbulent 
and the second like a clear, beaut 
stream flowing through a meadow. 
promises to give this wisdom to all 
ask for it in faith (1:5). 
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